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式，这就要求 WTO 必须具有内生性的秩序创造功能。 



















































































The dissertation attempts to explore the structural factors affecting the 
function of multilateral trade system in its expanding process, and to explore 
the role that ideas play in the generation of order, so as to provide an 
explanatory framework for the recent Doha dilemma . 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the joint system of legal, 
economic and political elements. Since its establishment in 1940s in the last 
century, the multilateral trading regime has been expanding, while the 
momentum is not always in a balance state, the process has demonstrated some 
sporadic characteristics. The phenomenon can be explained from both internal 
and external reasons, i.e., in one aspect, GATT/WTO regime has been fashioned 
in the general background of international politics and economy; in the other 
aspect, being a modern international organization, the WTO plays the role of an 
international actor through the regime mechanism, affecting and changing the 
behavior of the members by way of providing norms, forming consensus, and 
converging expectation. In this process, the WTO plays a dual role: while it is 
the "sculpture" of the order of international economic system, it also plays the 
role of shaping the international economic order. The function of WTO depends 
on its ability of balancing. 
In the age of GATT , "embedded liberalism", a implied commitment by the 
power politics had been maintaining the balance of multilateral trade system, 
therefore, the system showed some characteristics of stability in its function, 
But in the WTO period, the compromising mechanism provided by "embedded 
liberalism" became invalid; Under the combined action of doctrine of rule of 
law and economic liberalism, the WTO is expected to be transformed into a 
versatile international organization, substituting for the original mode as a 














endogenous function of order creating. 
But the WTO does not have the political structure to provide this function. 
WTO has a character of separating its three powers, namely, legislative, judicial 
and administrative organs, but the structure is not a balancing one, which makes 
the function of the WTO in its expansion exhibit an imbalance state. the WTO 
still retains the characteristics of trade politics in respect of topics selection, 
negotiation process and modality and may face the possibility of becoming 
disorder raised by the disputes in the talks based on economic interests. The 
WTO dispute settlement mechanism (DSM), namely the judicial mechanism, is 
the keeper of the order. Through the maintenance of the balance of rights and 
obligations under the covered agreements for all members, it provides 
reliability and predictability for the multilateral trading system. DSM plays a 
conservative role in the development of the WTO, contributing to the cohesion 
forming in the system. 
Through gradual incorporation of external economic and social issues in 
the domain of the WTO, legislative mechanism form a legal order, and it is a 
process of absorption.On the contrary,DSM through the legal effect of its 
rulings and recommendations will constraint decision making of the related 
members, thereby affecting the market and society, forming a diffusion of 
economic and social order. DSM aims to maintain the order of existing rights 
and obligations, but the content in the rulings of DSB has an unique character, 
they don’t determine the kinds of rights and obligations that are specific, or 
calculable, but the kinds of obligations of the members concerned to adjust their 
domestic policy. While the future consequences of the policy adjustment on the 
members are unpredictable, judicial function of DSM also is not balancing; The 
administrative organs of the WTO, led by the Director General, are to perform 
their duties under the authorization of the Ministerial Conference, and play a 
limited role to extend the order of the multilateral trading system. Structural 
imbalance of the WTO has affected its function, which can partially explain the 













The dissertation is divided into six chapters. The previous four chapters 
present analysis on the essence of WTO order, the principle of order expansion, 
making a detailed analysis on the structural problems exposed in Doha round. 
Purpose of the author to give an analysis on the Doha round is not to provide a 
strategy to copy with real problems, but to provide an empirical basis for the 
argumentation in the dissertation. 
Chapter Five discusses ideas in the multilateral trade system. This chapter 
is the focus of the dissertation, aiming to summarize the influence of ideas on 
multilateral trading system from a historical perspective. The dissertation 
identifies two values, namely the practical value and the cognitive value. The 
dissertation holds that ideas attach great significance to the WTO, which can be 
illustrated by the fact that the multilateral trading system from its origin to the 
later development, has been juxtaposed with the change of ideas, that the ideas 
may even influence the content in the order of the system and the process of 
generating such order, and that among the many factors, ideology has become 
an independent variable which can affect the future development of the WTO. 
The cognitive meaning for the study of idea in the WTO can be shown by the 
fact that many western scholars have admitted the function of ideology in the 
fashioning process of the international trade order, and that constructivism 
doctrine even thinks that it has the effect of shaping the order, while Chinese 
researchers on the WTO have not paid full attention to that effect, this 
dissertation aims to provide a preliminary study on this project. Adopting both a 
historical and a realistic approach, the chapter examines the ideology 
development in WTO system, and provides an analysis on the mechanism of its 
role in the multilateral trading system.  
Chapter Six discusses a possible direction of future development of WTO, 
i.e. adaptive governance structure. The author believes that, in some aspects of 
the WTO, this structure is being formed, for which SPS agreement will provide 
an example. The future WTO will face various uncertainties, including risks 














structure to improve the ability to cope with the risks, as well as to improve the 
competitiveness and leadership in international economic relations. The present 
WTO is trapped in various struggles for power or material interests, showing a 
demerit of systematic inertia, It’s development should be injected new vitality, 
the author thinks that the new vitality is knowledge and ideas, and that to 
enlarge the basis of new knowledge and to form new ideas, social learning is 
indispensable, therefore, "epistemic community" is worthy of attention due to 
its special role in the process of knowledge- generating and ideas-creating. This 
chapter is not to make predictions to the future of the WTO or to raise any 
suggestions thereof, but intends to explore the cognitive factor which will have 
a positive function in the extended order of the WTO. 
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